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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

HOUSE OF REPSESEJVTATirES,1 
Thursday, June 7jl8l0. 3 

The ^Committee (Messrs Greene, Phelps,* Snd Moody, of 
S.) to whom was referred a motion to thank the*Rev. Dt. Par 
rish for his Sermon, and request a copy for the press, . ■, 

REPORTED— 

« " That the discourse alluded to is, in the opinion of your 
^^^^ Committee, so replete witli unjust accusations against the Go- 
vernment of the United Statqg, and those who administer the 
same ; and contains sentinaente so disrespectful of those to 
whom the People of this Commonwealth have entrusted the 
government thereof, couched in language most exceptionable'j 
that it would be highly derogatory to tl5 dignity of this House 
to request a copy of such a discourse for publication." 

This report was warmly debated, and at a late hour in the 
afternoon 'was accepted. yl''_ 

* JUr. Phelps, did not signjhe Report. ■■:. . 



[This Discourse is printed by private subscription. A ma. 
jority of the Honorable House of Representatives, against the 
usage of a century and a half, in like instances, not only refus- 
ed to observe the customary form of civility, and ask a copy 
for the press ; but passed a resolution containing high charges 
against the Sermon, and purporting that the dignity of the 
House forbade the usual courtesy to the preacher. It is thought 
proper, the publick should have the means of judging, whether 
the falshood or the truth of the alledged' " accusations" in the 
discourse, and whether its "language,'' or its meaning, had the 
greafest inilueHce, in subjecting it to such- peculiar censure.']] 
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ELECTION SERMON. 



..^. ROM. 13—4. 



FOR HE IS THE MINISTER OF GOD TO THEE FOR COOS. 

THE salutary control of government is ev6- 
r}' wherevConspiciioHs. Order is the glory oF the 
uriiverse. The excellence of creation results from the 
subordination of the paits to the whole. Revolving 
worlds move in obedience to fixed laws. In civil gov- 
ernment the people obey, the magistrates rule, order 
and security follow. Defence and aid are necessary 
to man ; because he is feeble and exposed to dangers. 
The goodness of God, therefore, has inspired us with 
social natures, that dispose us to yield and receive 
those favors, which are necessary to our being. 
Thence jirise those conventij>nSj wtich constitu|e civil 
society. Government, therefore, results from the na- 
ture of man and the goodness of God. The people re- 
quire and the government promise protection. The 
government demand, and the people promise obe- 
dience. These obligations are mutual, whether they 
rest on usage or a written compact. Civil govern- 
mentj therefore, is an appointment, or ordinance of 
God, and those, who goVern,are the ministers Of God. 
"'The powers that be are ordained of God." " By him 
king.s reign, and princes decree justice ; by him prin- 
ces rule and nobles, even all the judges of the earth." 
They are the ministers or sei'vants of God. He pre- 
pares them for their work. Their understanding, ta- 
lents^ and opportunities, are from him. He "gird- 
ed" or prepared Cyrus for his great work. 

If God raise up Rulers for evil ; if he elevate them 
in his wrath ; if they be " set over the people for their 
sins" ; then their hearts are hardened : they abandon 



the laM's of Revelation^ and the principles of recti- 
tude ; they exult in the ruin, which they bring on 
their country. Such are God's ministers of vengeance. 
They pull down the judgments of heaven on the land. 

When God intendeth good to a people, he ele- 
vates good men ; " he giveth wisdom" ; " he maketh 
man to inherit the throne of glory." " He putteth 
down one; he setteth up another." The good, ac- 
complished by a wise government is incalculable ,• the 
comforts and blessings, which it produces, are innu- 
merable. A few of these we shall now mention. 

I. A good government is the minister of God for 
good, by commanding the covjidence of the honest and 
enlightened part of the community. 

Is this possible f Will not men always complain 
of government ? 

A portion of every community will always com- 
plain. They envy those possessions and comforts, 
which they have not the power or virtue to obtain. 
They hate those excellencies, which are strangers in 
their own hearts. They delight in pulling down 
those monnds-andrbplwarks af society, wkich protect 
the industrious, the good, and successful citizens. 
The confidence of such men may not be expected, 
except when they suppose the government base and 
abandoned like themselves. 

The stability and public approbation of good gov- 
ernment, therefore, depend on the prevalence of pub- 
lic virtue. By a frank and noble style of procedure 
the government may prevent murmurs among their 
most worthy citizens. They enjoy the delight of con- 
scious security ; they eXpect a reward for all their la- 
bors ; they are stimulated to noble darings. Mutual 
confidence is necessary for the most useful transac- 
tions between man and man. It is the animating 
principle of all that is great or happy in society. 
Unless intelligence and integrity be supposed, timidi- 
ty, and caution, and distrust, will prevent that union 
of interest, that combination of influence, and that 
ardour of exertion, which are necessary for every thing 
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great or excellent. Every bud of hope will be 
blasted by the wind of jealousy. When the govern- 
ment are suspected of weakness or corruption^ public 
and private enter prize, will die with the palsy. Pub- 
lic institutions will languish. Corporations will 
tremble for their rights. Individuals will become 
torpid with fear. 

For want of union most of the Powers in Europe 
have recently fallen in rapid succession, like the spires 
of a city, overwhelmed in a furious conflagration. To 
e:$tablish this union or confidence, among the sound 
part of the community, is the duty of Rulers. Such 
Rulers once diffused their blessings over these States. 
So feeble was the first Confederation, that public con- 
fidence had taken her flight ; Industry had deserted 
her unfinished labors. Commerce and Revenue had 
vanished from the land ; Hope was expiring ; Des- 
pair, Murmurs, and InsurrectionSjwere carrying terror 
through the nation. A new government was organ- 
ized. It was administered by good men ; it com- 
manded the confidence of good men. No tale of en- 
chantment equalled tlia fhange-ia real life. Labor 
was roused from his slumbers ; Commerce spread her 
sails ; the stars of America enUghtened every region 
of the world ; Wealth rolled in with every tide. In 
every village and family the means of comfort and 
improvement were multiplied. While the people 
of Europe were drenchfng their fields in the blood of 
their friends and neighbours ; while in one of its most 
populous kingdoms the fury of revolution was exhi- 
biting scenes of impiety, atheism, carnage and canni- 
balism, which made savages blush, that they were 
men, we were cliltivating the arts ; and with an olive 
branch in our hands, gathering harvests in every coun- 
try. 

The proceedings of the government were fair and 
open as the day. Those rulers were the ministers of 
God for good.' They enjoyed the confidence of the 
best citizens. Their good names are still as precious' 
ointment. Such has generally been the government 
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of this Commonwealth. Their noble and patriotic 
resolutions have encouraged the good people, and co- 
vered themselves with glory. Instead of a plundered 
treasury, fidelity is every where conspicuous. 

II. The independence of an administration ren- 
ders it a minister of God for good to the people. 

An individual must display an independent spi- 
rit to gain respect, or be greatly useful to his friends; 
so must the Rulers of the land. From conscious rec- 
titude, an individual ought to act as he speaks, and to 
speak as he thinks. A government of this character 
is the palladium of its friends, the terror of its ene- 
mies. A generous administration, rendering justice 
to all nations, and demanding equal justice of theni, 
is a sublime object of contemplation. Like Mount 
Sinai, wrapt in smoke and blazing with fire, it may 
tremble, but cannot be moved. 

When Alexander inquired of the captive prince of 
India, how he would be treated, the reply was, "I would 
be treated as a King." It would be well for modern 
governments jto studv the address of the Scythian Am- 
bassadors to Alexander. " What have we to do with 
thee ? We never set foot in thy country. May not 
those who inhabit woods be allowed to' live without 
knowing who thou art, and whence thou comest ? 
We tyranize over no man ; ixie will submit to no man." 
Such was the spirit of our government. It was as- 
sailed by the two mighty powers of Europe. Those 
great Leviathans seemed ready to swallow up our fo- 
reign traffic, as a drop of the ocean. Our Ministers 
of God for good had wisdom to understand, and fidel- 
ity to accomplish what was suitable to be done. Mes- 
sengers of peace were commissioned ; in swift sailing 
ships, they demanded justice, and justice was obtain- 
ed. Our government, though an infant, was an in- 
fant Hercules. In its cradle it strangled the serpents 
of insurrection and foreign influence. 

Our country then neither paid tribute to one na- 
tion, nor deceived, nor insulted another. They did 
not debate in their nocturnal legislatures by the light 
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of the enemies' artillferyj nor the blaze of our own 
ships. Neither were they lulled to sleep b v the sighs 
of their mariners, pef ishitig in the prisons of Napole- 
on. Though our country was patient and magnani- 
mous, they commanded the rfcspect of their enemies, 
the approbation of the world, and they maintained 
their independence. 

III. Justice and vrnpartialittf towards other na- 
tions often render Magistrate^ the ministers, of God 
for good. 

Personal resentments, and points of honor, a- 
mong the Rulers of nations, may be sport to them ; 
they are mischief and ruin to their people, A spirit 
of independent impartiality is, the glory of man, the 
glory of government. A spirit of justice and truth 
soothes envy, and disarms revenge. When other 
kingdoms are overwhelmed with wars, such a nation, 
like the mountain of Ararat, rises above the storm, 
and is enriched by the floating wrecks of the world. 
The citizens of other countries are treated with equal 
hospitality ; their ships enjoy equal protection ; their 
Aihbassadors of Peace are received with equal cordi- 
ality and respect ; their proposals of amity are met 
with the same sincerity ; their injuries kindle the 
same resentments. Such were the halcyon days of 
our country. The Rulers were Fathers, and the peo- 
ple the children of their care. We enjoyed prosper- 
ity xit home, and glory abroad. 

When this impartial neutrality is announced in the 
public acts of the government, when immense privi- 
leges are yielded, from a supposition that such neu- 
trality is not a solemn farce, then, is not the least de- 
parture from it, infinitely base and fraudulent, a 
kind of national perjury, a public, and notorious a- 
bandonment of national honor and rectitude ? Does 
not such a nation degrade itself from the high rank 
of an independent government, resting on the basis 
of public justice, and transform itself into a compa- 
ny of sharpers ? Just so far as such a company 
grants favors to one belligerent, which it refuses to 



another, just so far it forfeits its, neutral rights : just 
so far it takes thfc ground of an enemj; just so 
far it, virtually declares |war, and is itself subjected 
to the fatalities of just warfare. With what face cau 
such a company complain of havoc and spoil on the 
ocean, when the secret fires of war are burning in 
their own vitals ? 

Did the history of a civilized society ever record 
their songs of neutral professionSa,; united with their 
acts of determined hostility ? Has it been read in the 
annals of hypocrisy, that a neutral nation rejected 
the minister of peace from one nation, gloriously . de- 
fending their last hopes ; that they broke off all inter- ' 
course with that of another, while offering to unite two 
nations whose interest and prosperity are inseparably 
connected ; that to the third they gave the iraternal 
embrace, whilst his master was insulting their claims, 
and making war against their country f Is not such'a 
government the engine of divine wrath ? Where, , we 
anxiously ask, where, where is asolitary proof of jus-- 
tiee or impartiality towards other nations ? 

J v.. Rulers are the Ministers of God for good> 
by promoting the cause of morals andTiBligion. 

Rulers have a commanding influence in promoting 
the cause of religion and morals.. They are the min- 
isters or servants of God, to do his work, to promote 
his cause. The influence oi religion is necessary t6 
the well being of society. Without the aid of religi- 
ous principles, human laws and institutions cannot 
secure the enjoyments of society. The magistrates 
cannot punish crimes, unless they are -proved. They 
cannot be proved unless the witnesses venerate the 
name of God, and tremble at the obligations df an 
oath. It is also often in the power of men to com- 
mit crimes, so secretly, as to bid defiance to discovery. 
The commission of these secret sins can be prevented 
only by impressing the heart with the justice of God, 
with sentiments of religion. 

There are also importanjtduties, which are of so im-. 
perfect obligation, that no law can define their li- 
mits ; no law can reach them, without changing theii^ 



nature. S«ch are tliarity and hospitalifVj filial afFec- 
tionj and some other duties. How can men be ren.-- 
dered dutiful to parents, and kind to the afflicted, un- 
less their consciences be impressed with the force of 
religious obligations ? Will you by law conjpel a 
man to be charitable to the poor ? This converts the 
service into a tax of government. Shall not tlie ma- 
gistrate, then, employ every suitable measure to im- 
prove the religious character of the public ? The ef- 
fects will be more salutary and powerful than all the 
laws^ and prisons, and clungeoos of the Common- 
wealth. 

In fliis work of reforming mankind, God has 
einplojed the Rulers of the world. Has not God al- 
ways been wise, always a good judge of what measure 
was best to accomplish a. good work? When he 
ha^ remarkably prospered his work, has he not united 
magistrates with the ministers of religion ? Does not 
history, sacred and profane, bear testimony to this in- 
teresting fact ? , We dare go back to the remotest an- 
tiquity ; we dare rest the merits ©f the question gn the 
«xf>ef ietice of ag^s, Melehisedeek and the Patriarchs 
were both Kings and Priests of God. Israel was de- 
livered frotm Egypt hy, Moses and Aaron. When the 
people w^ere to be reforpied, David, and Solomon, and 
Josiah, were raised to the throne of Palestine. 

When God determined to give up the pecqple, to be* 
lieve a lie, that they might be destroyed, then viicfe^ 
men seized the reins of government. With unhallow- 
ed feet Jeroboam ascended the throne ; with impious 
hand he bound the diadem round his brow. Then 
the people were made to sin. Like sheep they were 
prepared for slau^iter. In the prophecy of Daniel, 
and the whole book of God, the glorious days of th^ 
church are tipder the genial sway of devout rulers ; her 
apostacies are under the baleful influence of infidels and 
vicious men. ' No axiom of philosopl^' is more evi- 
dent. " A wise king scattereth the wicked." When 
righteous judgment is executed, vice dares not appear. 

In the reign of Asa, a pious king of Judah, hf effect- 
ed a wonderful reformation among his people. They 
2 
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r/siie wed covenant with tlieir God; pagan. groves, arid 
idols, and altars, vanished from the hills of Canaan. In 
the reign of Jehosaphat the work proceeded more pow- 
erfully ; he not only banished idolatry, but united him- 
self and the officers of government more intimately 
with the ministers of religion. He was not ashamed of 
truth and piety. He sent his princes, elected magis- 
trates, to teach in the cities of Jud^, and with them he 
sent priests and levites. This mission of laymen and 
ministers was sent to the most remote towns of the 
state. These good men, under the patronage of gov- 
ernment, " taught in Judah, and had the book of thfe 
" law of the Lord with them, and they went about all 
•' the cities of Judah, and taught the people."' The in- 
fluence of this pious magistrate was amazing. All the 
pomp of his court, the splendour of his cities, and the 
terror of war, thundering on his frontiers, could not 
have produced such effects at home or abroad. Not 
only were his own subjects quiet, religious arid happy ; 
but from observing his dignified conduct, and holy 
■walk, " the fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms 
"of the lands, that were round about Judah,' so that 
" they made no war upon Jehosaphat. The Philistines 
"brought him presents and tribute of silver, and the 
" Arabians flocks of sheep and goats." Such is the 
natural influence of a pious magistrate. As the 
world improves in piety and morals, as the millenial 
rfeign of the Redeemer advances, the character of rulers 
will be more elevated and holy. When all shall know 
the Lord, then kings and queens shall be nursing par- 
ents of the church. The only reason now, that such 
rulers are not preferred, is the want of righteousness in 
the people. None but wicked people prefer a wicked 
government. 

Yet some are heard to say, and some few who wear 
the livery of Christ's ambassadors say, they would as 
willingly elevate an infidel, as a Christian to the blu- 
est office of the nation. While theworkkin this in- 
stance is charitable to their veracity, it blushes for their 
indecency. Are they not traitors to their Lord and 
Master ? Are they not, like the false prophets of Israel,. 
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abandoned of Heaven to be the destroyers of their de- 
luded country ? Does not Jesus Christ say to them, 
" Get thee behind me, Satan !" The woes, which 
they and their accomfdices have already produced, can- 
not be numbered ; the damage and losses, which they 
have brought on the country, cannot be calculated ; 
the vices and corruptions, which they have occasioned 
are injinite ; many years of good government would 
not restore public opinion and morals to their former 
standard of purity. Unhappy men ! are your people so 
wickedly in love with goodness and good ■■ men, that 
they need the charm of your influence to kindle -their 
admiration for the enemies of their Saviour ? 

Magistrates are the ministers of God for ^oorf; and 
what good can be compared with the moral good of 
the country ? Laws to promote the sciences are good ; 
laws to promote the useful arts are good ; laws to prevent 
disease and death are good ; but what are all these com- 
pared with mora/ good ? Those advantages will soon per- 
ish ; the seas, where commerce sails, will ascend in va- 
pour ; the fields and hills of agriculture will vanish, as 
leaves of the forest ; hvX the moral good of the hearty piety 
and benevolence, will survive the fall of the universe, 
and with solemn transport contemplate the funeral of 
nature. 

Can ma^strates promote such an interest ; can they 
be the ministers of God for spiritual good, and can 
they hesitate, can they loiter in the work ? Can a crea- 
ture be found, so lost to all the virtues of the heart, 
who would not prefer rulers of a christian spirit to infir 
dels, pouring their sarcasms on him who was bom in a 
manger ? Men hcwe walked in the fiery furnace, and 
not been burned ; but wicked magistrates have not 
failed to increase the iniquities of the people. 

In numerous ways may rulers promote piety, and 
religion. They need not the sword of persecution, nor 
the ghostly power of a Roman pontiff. Are not most 
people greatly affected by personal influence ? Do not 
rulers possess incalculable influence ? They are the 
ministers of God. They are as gods among men. In 
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- this world they are the highest otStt of beings ; the^ 
ar^ Kttle lower than dngels. Must not thdr moral inflit- 
encebe alinbst iitesistiMe ? -DoeiS iiot the voice of his- 
tdrjr declare a general rbsemfblance between the moral 
character of rulers and tJieir subjects ? Wicked rulers 
niake a wicKeii people! ; good rulers jpromote a refbrma* 
tiori of mahners. 

Good laws prbmote, virtue and Srhorals; Good rulers 
enact good laws. 'These arfe swords arid spears in the 
hearts of the wicked. ■ They are batteries of terror^ 
pouring storms of fire Upon the dens of vice atnd infi- 
delity. Laws are not the only moral streri^h of a 
government. The public Mnd' ftiay be improved by 
me patronage of the arts and sciences. These enlargje 
the mental powers, refiiie the sentiments,' soften thfe 
heart, mend the state of society. Every incorporation 
for intellectual improvement, br benevolent purposes, 
every new seminar}'^, is anbther pillar in the temple of 
virtue. 

The examples of rulers have great influence Gri the 
public mind. If they profane tlie Sabbath, disdain 
public worship, ridicule tihe'Bi&le, seoff atthe Saviour, 
or despise his ordinances, eVefy Jbol Will ape their* UiS^ 
godliness, mimic their vides, and pursue their steps 
dow;n to ruin. But if magistrates be good men, their 
virtues, like the blossonis of spririg, will perfume the 
counfry. Tliey will ' encourage? the faithful 6f the 
land"; the wicked will tremble before them; Like the 
prince of Uz, they go out from the city and the young 
men hide themselves ; the aged rise and stand up ; 
piiiiciss refrain to talk, and the nobles' are silent. As 
the shining sun diffuses light and heat through the sys- 
tem, so a devout governor,' by the' power of 'his' exam- 
ple, extends the spirit of piety and sound mor&ls. Jn 
tMspartiJcurar' the kgislatiire ' of Massachusetts have 
done themselves immortal honour. In a day of dark- 
ness arid rebuke, they led the way -to the temple of hu- 
irtiliatioh arid prayer ; they were the first to seek the 
Father of lights. 

An adininistration is the minister of God for good, 
by appointing good men to the subordinate oflices of 
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the community. These are scattered over the land; 
these mingle in every compaiiiy, and carry the Jight af 
virtue, or the miseries of spiritual plague and death to 
eveiy- cottage. I only add, that as the alliances of in*- 
dividuflls generally give a complexion to their charac- 
ters and circumstances, so is it with nations. Such 
is the social nature of man, that he generally assumes 
the moral complexion of his familiar associates. That 
government deserves- public confidence, and-isthe min- 
ister of God for^ good, which forms -no alliance with a 
people -of opposite religion, glorying in their infamy 
and crimes. Time was, when an alliance with a nation, 
which disdains all moral obligations^ which blasphemes 
God-and his,Son,-would have been rejected as improper 
and dangerous. _ As a good physician removes his pa- 
tient from a deadly- atmosphere, so a good govera*»etit 
forms its alliances where pure religion, so»nd princi- 
ples, and christian morals have taken up their abode. 
The allies of Napoleon are compelled to adc^t his in- 
terests, to bend to his yoke, and wear his chains. They 
imbibe his ferocity and atheism. His philosophists 
instruct them ; hia officers . disoiplipe them ; hii^sfecrel 
agents, as swarms of locusts from the banks of the 
NUe, now darken the nations of the world. The atheistfi 
of France, and the Puritans of New- England ; was 
ever- an alliance so monstrous ! Our temples shudder 
at the proposal ; the spirits of our fathers bend from 
■their thrones of bliss, and enter their solemn prote&t 
against such a horrible union. 

V. Those are the ministers of God for good, \vlio 
protect us in the enjoyment of our privileges ajid pes 
sessions. ... 

From the days of ©Id, from the most ancient anmUy 
of mankind, we learn that " the earth was then filled 
with violence." The human race had taken arms ; 
they were in a state of hostility. The fields Were red 
with blood; families were cloathed in- mourning. 
The laws raised their voice ; the sword-crf the magis- 
trate was necessary to suppress the malignant passions, 
to preserve order in society, or even the labours or 
lives of individuals. Where privileges and possessions 
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are not secured, men will not labour, but for mere ne- 
cessity ; for labour is pain. .Universal poverty and 
wretchedness, therefore, always accompany a feeble or 
oppressive government, This calamity . now presses 
Egypt and Palestine Jn the dust. This spirit of de- 
struction now stalks through th,e Ottoman empire. The 
light of commerce is extinguished,; the sons of traffic 
are brought low. Tyre, the ancient mart of nations j 
is now a mpumful pile of , rocks. Athens, once the 
light of the world, an^ Jerusalem, the joy of the whole 
earth, have fallen fropi their ancient splendour. • The 
hills of Canaan are no longer blushing with, vines, nor. 
waving wjth com ; her villages and cities have van- 
ished ; tlie arts are fled from Greece. Idleness, igno- 
rance, vice, and misery, cover the empire in darkness. 
The fine climate and .lie luxuriant soil remain ; but 
the government is changed. Their Solons, their Ptol- 
emies, and their Solomons, have left their thrones to 
men of another sort. The property and the comfort? 
of the people are insecure. To confirm these has beeni 
the labour of magistrates in eveiy age. Such is still 
their ^eneyolent wprk, tp preserve mJin from man, 
the honest and diligent froni the unprincipled an^. 
vicious. This renders them the ministers of God for 
good.: — With strong desire, with poignant anxiety, we 
look to rulers, to the ministers of God to protect us, 
our labours, our privileges, our happiness from assault- 
Numerous are; the pursuits, invaluable the acquisitions 
and felicities of man in civil society. Of course he is 
vulnerable from a thousand points. Every particle of 
property, every privilege, civil or moral, every habit or 
opinion, may be an inlet to misery and ruin. Clothed in 
tlie mantle of sensibility, all eye, all .heart, man implores 
protection from the ministers of God, the pplitacal 
guardians of his country. When he sits by his fire-, 
side, he looks to the )riagistrates, as household gods, to 
protect him from danger. When he goes forth to his 
professional employment, he expects , protection from 
the laws. If he travel the lonely forest, if he sail the 
trackless ocean, where a thousand rovers watch for 
plunder, he expects the governthent, like a fiery bolt 
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of heaven, to guard his course. Are the pastures cov- 
ered with flodks, and the fields with corn ; does the 
farmer raise the song of harvest ; has he " enough and 
to spare ;" the ministers of Gctd by their protection 
encourage his enterprize ; the cheerful market rewards 
his labours ; his success enlivens hope ; his plans ai'e 
enlarged ; his toils are renewed. As the cherubiiils 
and flaming swords of Eden guarded the tree of life, 
so the ministers of God defend every commercial right ; 
then most distant regions open all their treasures, every 
wind of heaven hastens to our shores the comforts and 
luxuries of the world, every billow of the ocean pays a 
tribute, yields assistance to increase the wealth, to im- 
prove the arts, to refine the manners, to establish the 
liberties of our country. 

But why should I proceed ? No picture, which I can 
draw, would equal this glory, which is past, the days Of 
other times. AH the blessings of a wise government, 
all the blessings of peace and prosperity, have, have 
been enjoyed. The husbandman enlarged his fields, 
adorned his buildings, and multiplied his flocks and 
herds. Patriotic and opulent corporations, through 
hills and rocks, and inountains, opened roads and ca- 
nals to the ports of traffic. Mariners lifted their can- 
vass to every breeze : the fish of the ocean, those im- 
mense resources of wealth, those golden mines of tlie 
poor, with the produce of every climate, were piled on 
our shores. Our villages were encreased and enriched ; 
our cities rose with new splendours ; seminaries were 
founded; colleges were more richly endowed; tem- 
ples, hospitals, benevolent societies, displayed the im- 
. provement, the rising glory of the nation. 
• We saw, we blest those ministers of God for good ; 
their good names shall enrich the narrative of the his- 
torian, the song of the bard. 

In that day of general felicity, while all the whirl- 
winds of heaven were asleep ; while the dangers of 
the ocean were retiring, had a voice thundered from 
Ihe capital, 

"Ye free bom sons of New England, suspend your 
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'ieiieerfiil business,. fly. from your unfinished labour^, 
" sacrifice your immense profits, abandon die fixed hab. 
" its of your lives, unload every ship, stop eveiy avenue 
*' of ccHnmerce, guard every harbour, every river, every 
" boat^ every citizen, who can lift an oar or move a 
■' limb to any point of the compass, murder every {rf- 
" fender without jiuy or the form of trial ;" 

Ifed such a voice hushed the din of business, would 
you ha^e beUeved your senses ? Or in the moment of 
mnazement and indignation would you not have adopt- 
ed the tales erf enchantment and wizai-ds, and suppos- 
ed the mandate from some gobjin of the tombs, some 
spirit of darkness ? 

After cQolreflectmn would .you not have said, "the 
" hand of Napoleon is in all this." His voice, his spir- 
it, fiis despotism Is here. "So Satan broke into Para- 
"dise, and damnation fiiUowed." > 

From these reflections we see how vastly important 
is the right of Buflfrage, the jprivilege of eIecti(Mis. 

It is political health and life, or a deadly plague in 
die vitals of tloe Commonwealth. In the hands of bad 
men ^le rights of sufiage are ".fire-brands, arrows and 
"death." 

But does any person hesitate whether to ^ve his vote 
fijr a man of known probity, a man, who has been your 
friend, who has never deceived yofu, who has never 
been deceived himself ; who has never apostatized from 
his own principles, writing folly or viUaifty upon all his 
past life ? 

Will you discard men, the immense benefits. oSvfho^Q 
administration you have actiiaUy experienced? Will 
not this discourage and drive good men from public 
office ? Will not this throw you into the hands of those^ 
who flatter to betray, who climb to office to share in 
the plunder of the treasury ? . 

But to exercise this poEticai fidelity, your own heaits 
must not be like the shiggard's garden. If vice ^pollute 
your life, or infidetity poison the fountain of action, then 
will you prefer rulers of the same dismal description. 
On the wisdom and piety of the people rest all oiir hopes 
of a Tvise administration. 
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a« .The. price given for thf < right " of suffrage, stfrpussfts 
■calculation. Shall it be^p^ipBlail It cost our fathers 
exile fronitljfir native itowiteijy^ieiy^f^ fields, their 
.dqlk^te^s gardens, the dwellings rf their parents, their 
idpaa^tic altars, and the courts o£ their God. It fiost 
them famine, cU^ease and deaA, iti;a wilderness of sav- 
ages ; the war so% of. hostile tribes alarmed the skim- 
;bers:oLthe night ;> they met the cdwefs on the hill of 
battles, the earth drank their ;bfaodi( ,WiU the descend- 
-ants of such a people negle^^^e right of suffrage ? 
Will you employ it in a rash-sgir dangerous manner ? 
Will you write a name, or lift a hand to support a gm- 
emment, which is the minister of divine.wrath?^ Should 
■you be able to bear the yoke of farei^,4f^^igj^ jwith 
»piiy fortitude, should you even gain some traiparary 
advant^es ^from Ae ruin of your cou«t^^ f eflaetsbei-, 
your children may not stand on your elevated ground. 
jHaye.jtnereyithen on yonx children, on your country, 
on generations unborn. .Entail not on them, the mis- 
eries of 9, government, hostile to their best interests, 
.hostile to. heaven, and earth. . Would you establish 
.those in the. first ,o|ices of the laE»d,/who wilj poispn the 
hearts of your children with infidelity, who will harness 
them in the team, of Hollanders, and Germans, and 
Swiss, and Italians, to draw, tlie triumphal car of Na- 
jjoleon ? .Areyou.nursiug your sons to l?e di^gge^d in- 
to his armies ? Shall they be sacrificed on his bloody 
.altars ? Who will bury their bones whitening the hill 
ofbatde? 

Were our country awake to their danger the aw- 
,ful crisis woiuld demand .all their .vyisdom. Your en- 
emy calleth th^ fowls . of heavjea to eat the flesh of 
kings,.and the flesh of captains J tlje blood flows to 
the Jbojses' britjles. He binds kings in chains, and 
nobles in fetters of iron. His .axmies burden the 
earth; pestilence and fmiiip©, a^id death, fpllo>v their 
course. Yet these are harialess. J acquit them of 
Bjischief, . when compared, with the hprdes of spies 
a,n(l secret agents, sent forth to: the nations of the 
eai:tih,-to sow dlseord among ,hrej:hren, to spread ir- 
religion and atheism, to dissolve the bonds. of socier 
'^"3' .- ■ ..J ,,;.-.. 



ty. Lik^ the frogs in Egypt, these emissaries " en- 
ter our houses, our bed chambers and ovens." They 
mingle with the people,persuadmg thera,that infidelity 
ibrms the samfe good magistrate, as the spirit of 
Christ. They gain' the confidence of rulers, who 
yield their people a sacrifice to foreign ambition. 

Can he be merciful to strangers, who has ruined 
his own country? The fruit often perishes in the 
fields of France, because the farmer is unable to pay 
the taxes of harvest. The pestilence of this conta- 
gion has reached our shores. Where is the voice of 
general gladness, where the face of enchanting pros^ 
perity, lately so conspicuous ?- Why are our ports 
solitary and sad ? Why have the masts been huddled 
together like groves scorched by the fires of the 
wilderness,? Where we our cheerful mariners ? Who, 
where is he who has done this mighty mischief ? Has 
famine, has pestilence stalked through our towns? 
Every child can answer. The heralds of the general 
government have passed through our towns ; Jike the 
messengers of Job, each had a tale more affecting than 
his fellow. They have passed along ; before them was 
the garden of Eden, a virtuous people, obedient to 
the laws. Behind them is the desert of Sodoiuj vio- 
lations of law, perjuiy, and distress. Terrific, archi- 
tects of ruin, can they exult in their tremendous pow- 
er of annihilation ? 

Is it said that this cause of complaint is removedy 
that commerce is again free from her iron chains ? 
Then, why has she not been always free ? Are the 
belligerents less powerful ? Is the modem Attila 
hss piratical ? Is the dragon dead, which has s<? 
long wasted our country ? Forsaken, abandoned, and 
execrated by all^ did the monster expire alone, with- 
out a friend to close its eyes, to sing its funeral dirge^ 
or to convey its loathsome remains " to the narrow 
house ?" . Do the authors thus plead guilty to the 
diarge of general distress, ^aIui extensive; ruin, wan- 
tonly brought on the nation ? WJhat is the merit of 
rerftovirig miseries, which oughi never to have been 
inflicted? . 

Let the country be indemnified for tfee invaluable 
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losses sustained in our fisheries ; for thd fosses in our 
foreign traffic ; for the losses in our domestic trade ; 
for the losses in having several channels of comHierce 
turned to other countries ; let the government indem- 
nify the nation, for the lives which have- been sacri- 
ficed, for the numerous perjuries, for the daring eva- 
sions of law, for the immorality and wide spreading 
licentiousness, which their oppression has excited ; 
then shall we listen to the tale of merit for the redress 
of our wrongs. 

In yout absence have your servants wasted your 
goods, turned the streams from your lands, permit- 
ted strangers to imprison your children, burn your 
fields and houses ? Finding themselves in danger, 
have they suffered the fires to go opt, while they ri- 
oted at your table ? Are you not charmed with their 
goodness ? They permit you to return and build on 
any part of the smoking ruins. Will you not strike 
golden medals in honour of their fidelity ? Did E- 
gypt's king escape infkmy and execration by remov- 
ing the first plagues by which for a time,hfi had ruihed 
the fishery and traffic of the nation ? The billows of 
the Red Sea echoed the songs of Israel ; their daugh- 
ters joined in the chorus of praise ; instruments of 
music^ and the dances of the tribes, expressed the 
transports of the moment. Were these the effusions 
pf gratitude to Pharaoh, because he had suffered bis 
fatal testrietims, to expire ; or were they the notes of 
triumph, the hosannas of exultation, because he *' had 
sunk as lead in the mighty waters ?" When Judas 
returned, the thirty pieces of silver, was there not o- 
yerwhelming evidence of his guilt, in his change of 
measures ? 

If the administration will do a new thing, speak to 
France the language of an independent natron, we shall 
hope they are preparing to mount the ladder,' which 
angels ascend. The world will applaud the deed of 
honour. 

I spontaneously turn to die chi^f magistrate, 
the pilot of the ark in this political deluge, But 
he,. like the celebrated l^gislater of Israel, perhaps, 
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recognizes his successor ; but with this happy dif- 
fei*ence, not for any word spoken " unadvisedly" by 
himself. Though it is known to your Excellency 
■ that our constitution does not, like that of Athens, 
formally appoint the sentence of Ostracism, yet may 
it have occurred, that we have the substance with- 
out the name, and without any legislative statute for 
its regulation. The Athenians sent their best men 
into exile j we, more humane, only relieve them from 
office. In Athens, ostracism pruned the growth of 
luxuriant merit. It condemned to exile those illus- 
trious men, who were accused of being exalted above 
other \;itizens, by their conspicuous virtues. An 
Athenian no sooner distinguished himself by his 
splendid actions, than he was marked as a victim. 
His unsullied reputation was a sufficient reason for 
his banishment. But they never made apostacy, in- 
fidelity, and shouting hosanna to the Molock of the 
age, passports to the highest offices of the state. Still 
every corporation is not so debased, and we fondly 
anticipate the hour, Sir, when the immense resources 
of your political science, when your undaunted fiidel*- 
ity to your country, when the splendour of your tal- 
ents, will irradiate a popular branch of the govern- 
ment, and like the flash of heaven, display thejnachi- 
nations of oUr foes. Nor can this possibly be any 
degradation of rank. The diamond is the same,* 
whether it sparkle in the crown of royalty, or slum- 
ber on the cross of the pilgrim. The sun is the same, 
shining in meridian splendor, or descending in full 
orbed majesty, beyond the western hills " to enlight- 
en the lower patts of the earth." Your indefatigable 
labors of office, your known anxieties for the public 
good, are pledges that wherever your lot in society 
shall fall, every effiart will be made for the salva- 
tion of your country, This shall console us in our 
fears, while we most devoutly wish you- every blessr 
ing from the God of heaven. i 

His Honor, the second magistrate of the Common- 
wealth, was the companion, the aid, the friend'o'f 
Washington. Could a volume of eulogy say more f 
Had Washington, honored sir, been your fellow caii^ 



didate for, office, this day, undoubtedly the result 
would have been the same to him and to you. The 
independence of the country was laid in the tomb of 
the hero. 

Finally, The Council and legislature will readily 
perceive how vastly important and responsible is the 
office of magistrates. 

Ye are not the ministers of state in a mighty em- 
pire ; ye are not the ambassadors from the first court 
of the civilized world; but ye are more ; ye are the 
ministers of God ; ye are the agents of the king of 
kings. Ye are elevated to be the lights of the world ; 
or the instruments of Almighty vengeance. We re- 
ceive our laws, our maxims of conduct, our opinions, 
our morality, and in some degree the spirit of our re- 
ligion from you. The encouragement of our labors 
depends much on the wisdom of your laws. It de- 
pends much on you whether', the fields shall be load- 
ed with harvest, whether prosperity shall swell thp 
song of gladness ; or whether, with hopeless, feeble, 
reluctant hands, the farmer shall toil merely to supply 
his necessities. Ifcdepends on you whether our flag 
shall be known in every sea, our 'mariners throw the 
hook and harpoon, from . the line to the poles, and 
bring us the riches of every clime. It depends much 
on you whether sound morals and pure religion, the 
charitable societies and christian institutions of our 
country, shall outlive the storm, which is deluging 
the earth with barbarism and impiety, I had almost 
said, ye may be the ark to save a drowning world. You 
may perhaps direct, not only the destiny of this Com- 
monwealth, but of the United States. To say all in 
one word, you may revive the dying confidence of the 
people in the wisdom and patriotism oj" government. 
The subjects of your deliberations are various as the 
fate of empire, afiecting as the ruin or glory of your 
country are serious. Your responsibility might make 
an assembly of angels tremble. 

The Chieftain , of Eulrope, drunk with blood, casts a 
look upon us ; he raises his voice, more terrible, than 
the midnight yell of savages, at the doors of our fore- 
fathers, Alfeady our government is more obedient, 
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than his conquered kingis, his ruined vassals. . Already 
they have laid their country on the funeral pile with 
other nations ; they have pierced the vitals of its pros- 
perity, as a peace offering to the baleful demon. The 
people are afflicted; the cause is hidden from their 
sight. Our prospects strike us with dismay, yet we 
must not, we can not yield our necks to be yoked to 
the car, or to be chained to the throne of the tyrant. 
Save us, we beseech you, from such an awful catastro- 
phe. The voice, the decided, indignant voice of 
Massachusetts would not be heard in vain. There- 
solves of your predecessors are an imperishable mon- 
ument of their wisdom, their love of country. More^ 
much more remains to be done. In you we confide' to 
kebp alive the fire of independence, which seems ready 
to expire. The crash of thrones, and tremendous fall 
of empires, are heard as common sounds. We see 
the crimson cloud of vengeance sail the heavens, 
charged with showers of blood ; we see the blaze 
which sets the heavens on fire ; we hear those awful 
explosions, which shake the world, and cover the earth 
with the slain ; we hear the bowlings of the storm, 
the sighs of despair, and the shrieks of death among 
the nations ; still we slumber, and slumber, and slum- 
ber, and cry, " peace, peace." But should this Le- 
gislature unitedly lift their voice, and sound the alarm 
of danger, it is believed you would find the people 
perfectly prepared to listen, to believe, and to act for 
the public good. 

Ye would be hailed as the Saviours of your country. 
Your names, familiar as household wards, would go 
down to generations unborn. Posterity would call 
you blessed. In America, Napoleon might find a 
Danube, he could not pass ; in the Senate House erf" 
Massachusetts, an enemy less manageable than the AU 
exandcrs, the Fredericks, the Ferdinands, of modem 
Europe. Let New England rise in her strength, and 
perform her duty, and the Gorsican might, as easily 
tear the sun ftom the firmament, as overturn our gov- 
ernments. 

But our duty does not consist in soft words and f^ 
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speeches. Apathy, indifierence, and confidence in 
the great Destroyer, will not accomplish our work. 
Qur enemy is too sagacious, too powerful, too deter- 
mined, and too ferocious, to be stopped in his march of 
ruin, by the spirit of sluijaber and security. Our songs 
of admiration will not melt his bosom of stone. 

If your house were already wrapt in smoke and 
flame, would you stand and. declaim, respectii^ the 
wonderful exploits of fire, and the splendour of the 
terrible scene ? Had a stranger, while enjoying the 
rights of hospitality, mingled poison in the cups of 
your , children, would you pronounce a eulogy upon 
his cunning, or amuse yourself with the dying con- 
vulsions of your sons and da;ughters ? Would you 
move with indifference from the explosions of a furi- 
ous volcano ? In the rapids of Niagara, just rushing, 
plunging, falling down the awful cataract, would you. 
slumber on your oar, would you call for a pencil, to 
paint the prospect of sublimity snd horror ? Will you 
then admire and applaud the magick achievements of 
Napoleon, till your country is covered with misery 
and desolaliop^? Will you confide in the angel of the 
storm, when youi- country, like a shattered vessel, 
seems ready tq go down in a moment ? 

The people look to their Legislators for their hopes, 
their fears, thciv poUtieal impnessions. They are listen- 
ing ; they are anxiously enquiring " Watchmen what 
qf the night? Whatare the, signs of the times ?" You 
see the enemy ; unless you. faithfully warn the people, 
they will be destroyed ; .but God will .require them 
at your hands. Will you not then inform them, that 
the combustibles are collected, that the mines are 
ch^gqd, thgt the matches are liglited, that the emis- 
aries of that Demon of ruin, who has waded in blood 
from Egypt to Russia, who is now swimming in the 
blood of Europe, are waiting to cover this land with 
conflagration ^Xi^ misery? Will you not disappoint 
your pqlitip^LiOpponents, and" will you not overwhelm 
the enem,^ of your country with despair ? 

Would, to Qod that he, who now addresses you 
with:such feeble talents, for one moment might enjoy 
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the |)o\ver of persuasion, the power of communicating 
his own most solemn convictions, the views which 
wring his heart. I would speak only for God and my 
country. I would plead with you in behalf of your 
childi'en, your fellow citizens, and the hura^n race. I 
woiiii.>j>tead for your altars, your sabbaths, your Sav* 
ior, mA your God. /* not a tremendous power sweep- 
ing-,|^swceping the face of the earth with political and 
moriatl ruin ? I know ye believe this. Shall ^ere be no 
limits to his devastations ? Shall the o<?ean set n(5 
bounds to his domination ? 

\|7^ill you sound no alarm from the walls of our po- 
litical Jerusalem? Will you leave open the gates; 
shall the tiger rush upon your lambs ? Shall they not 
learn their danger ? Will not the stones, then rise your 
accu.|#g ; will not your fathers' bones cry out against 
youj? 

1% there any enchantment in our atmosphere, in our 
pleasant dwellings, to change the destroying demon 
intoi an angel of peace ? 

In peals of terror the sighs of Europe, and her clank- 
ing chains, warn us of our impending fate. She 
has been chastised with whips ; she is now lacerated 
with scorpions ; she is crushed under the .wheels of 
her despot. Wallowing on the gory turf, blood burst- 
ing from every vein, she conjures the ijfi^siators of 
the world, to be admonished by her araP^example. 
Save us, we beseech, we implore you, save us from 
her vassalage, save us from the ruin, which is already 
begun. Who knoweth whether ye are come to the 
government at such a time as this, to be the Saviours 
of your country ? Who knoweth whether ye have been 
raised up by heaven, as an assembly of Gods, to stop 
the billows of destruction, and as the ministers of God, 
to say; to the angry floods, " Hitherto shall ye come, 
but no further, and here shall your proud waves be 
stayed," But I forbear. Venerable Sirs, I beseech 
you forgive my freedom. I speak as I feel, and as a 
dying man to dying men. I must soon appear before 
a higher Court to give an account for thfes^ words. 

Amen, 
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